
Censorship & scandal at UC Chicago Review 
over publication of the Beats, in particular 

Naked Lunch.

Big Table Magazine founded in response, major
impact on American literature.

1975

1997

Poetry Center enters hiatus. Organization closure
is considered, board votes no.

2013

School program numbers begin to double
annually.

 Reading series transitions to "roving" through
many Chicago neighborhoods. 

Organization engages in active collaborations
across disciplines and with major Chicago culture

institutions including student performances live on
stage with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra

2018

Pop Up & After School Poetry Programs added.

The Poetry Center gets is first full time executive
director in a decade.

The organization begins doing business as The
Chicago Poetry Center.

Online archive of vast reading series made
available as public resource, with recordings and
images where possible.

2020 - 21

1975-2009

2022 - 25

CPC moves to Haymarket House, as does its Blue
Hour annual reading series. A second reading
series, Poetry at the Green, is created for summer.

CPC celebrates its 50  anniversary with a
retrospective exhibit and documentary in
partnership with the Poetry Foundation, a free
suite of learning programs, and the return of
reading series broadsides.

th

Reading highlights in brief: Martín Espada, Ed
Roberson, Keetje Kuipers, Cathy Linh Che,
Edgar Kunz, CM Burroughs, Scott Woods, Adrian
Matejka, Carlos Cumpián, Jamaal May

1958

A part-time revival of programs begins with four
classrooms in one Chicago school, and the

reading series at the Chicago Cultural Center.

The First Fifty Years

The Poetry Center becomes a nonprofit.

Hands on Stanzas is founded as a poetry
education partner to CPS, with the assistance of

NY School poet and long time teaching artist,
Kenneth Koch.

Chicago poets work with thousands of students
across CPS. Gwendolyn Brooks award for

excellence in teaching is founded.

2012

1973-74

The Poetry Center is founded. 

The Big Table efforts move to The Poetry Center.

The Poetry Center's first reading, Poets Look at
Paintings, is held in the basement of the MCA.

The Poetry Center is known for hosting readings
and creating dynamic event posters and broadsides.

The Poetry Center sells tickets to events, hosts an
annual Big Table poetry prize, and has a
membership system. 

The organization is referred to as the Poetry Center 
of Chicago.

2011 

Scholarship program is built to sustain equitable
access of programming across CPS. 

Reading series and school programs begin to
grow. 

Archive digitization begins.
2014-16

2019 - 20

A period of major growth: The organization now
offers poetry education in the form of Pop Up
Assemblies and Workshops and long-term In-
School and After-School Poetry Residencies,

employing 16 Chicago poets. Residencies
programs occur (in and after school) at 15 schools

with pop up programs in more. 

The reading series continues. 

The board grows in size considerably and the
organization is able to conduct its most successful

fundraising campaign in years. Organization 
hires a second staffer.

Virtual Innovation: 
The Chicago Poetry Center transitions its
programs online to continue supporting Chicago
Public Schools, students, teachers, and poets
during the COVID-19 Pandemic. CPC is the first
arts partner to CPS to do so

As a result, CPC receives a special invite-only
grant to create a streaming web series version of
our residency programs. CPC produces Queen
Zee’s Poetic Adventures, free and available to all,
complete with teacher guides and student
workbooks. Queen Zee is played by Poet in
Residence Leslie Reese. 

Reading highlights in brief: Gwendolyn Brooks,
Amiri Baraka, Alice Notley, Margaret Atwood, 

Louis Glück, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Robert Bly, 
Ana Castillo, Yusef Komunkyaka  

2021 - 2025

Organizational innovation, stability, growth:
CPC steadies with four full time employees, 

plus four support staff members.

Education programs consistently support 75-100
classrooms annually, and employ 16-20 poets as

Poets in Residence. The Gwendolyn Brooks Award
in teaching excellence is reinstated.

CPC is able to build a financial reserve and long
term policies. Innovative structures in npo

management create community decision models
and organization wide transperancy.  

50 Years by the numbers
Tens of thousands of Chicago student supported

Thousands of Chicago poets featured and hired
Hundreds of poetry broadsides created

Endless archives, endless creativity


